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Private Corrections Institute Announces Annual Awards for Activism, 
Advocacy and News Reporting Related to Private Prisons 
  
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA – Today, the Private Corrections Institute (PCI), a non-profit citizen 
watchdog organization, announced its 2014 awards for individual activism, organizational 
advocacy and excellence in news reporting related to the private prison industry. PCI opposes the 
privatization of correctional services, including the operation of prisons, jails and other detention 
facilities by for-profit companies. 
 
PCI’s 2014 award for excellence in news reporting on the private prison industry was awarded  
to reporter Pat Beall with The Palm Beach Post, for her extensive coverage of issues related to 
private prisons and privatized prison medical care in Florida. Pat won a Florida Society of News 
Editors award and the 2014 Hillman Prize last year, and was a finalist for an IRE (Investigative 
Reporters and Editors) award, for her investigative reporting in The Post’s “Private Prisons: Profit, 
Politics, Pain” series. Additionally, she covered privatized prison medical care in a September  
2014 series, “Prisoners Dying for Care.” 
 
“I am honored to be receiving this award, but I believe it is The Palm Beach Post and my editors 
who deserve the most credit,” Pat stated. “Privatization is hard to track, and prisons are secretive. 
As a result, these stories take time and resources. These days, papers are squeezed for both,  
and so reporters seldom have the opportunity to cover prisons on a regular basis, much less  
the fallout from privatization. My stories, the resulting editorials and action by the Florida 
Department of Corrections reflect The Post’s commitment to pursue a controversial and not 
necessarily popular issue. 
 
“I also wanted to bring attention to other reporters whose work on prison privatization has  
broken new ground,” she added. ”Rebecca Boone of the Associated Press did stunning work on 
Corrections Corporation of America in Idaho. Bob Ortega of The Arizona Republic aggressively 
covered every nook and cranny of prison privatization in that state. Chris Kirkham of the 
Huffington Post spent a year looking at Youth Services International, and his stories forced 
Florida lawmakers to do the same. And, of course, Prison Legal News, now fighting a censorship 
lawsuit involving both public and private prisons in Florida, has spent years bringing this issue to 
the forefront – long before it was on my radar.” 
 
Bob Libal received PCI’s 2014 award for exceptional activism against the privatization of 
correctional services. Bob, who serves as executive director of Grassroots Leadership, a non-profit 
organization that opposes for-profit incarceration and works for criminal justice reforms, has long 
been involved in activism against private prisons.  
 



 
“I’m deeply honored to receive this award from the Private Corrections Institute. For years, the 
work of PCI has been instrumental in exposing a for-profit prison industry that has profited from 
the explosive growth in the number of people behind bars. PCI’s work has been invaluable in 
informing and helping build the movement to end for-profit incarceration that I’ve been privileged 
to be a part of,” Bob stated. 
 
Finally, PCI’s 2014 award for outstanding advocacy against the privatization of correctional 
services went to Justice Strategies, a New York-based criminal justice research organization 
“dedicated to providing analysis and solutions to advocates and policymakers pursuing more 
humane and cost-effective approaches to criminal justice and immigration reform.” Justice 
Strategies has issued a number of reports on issues related to prison privatization, including, most 
recently, “For-Profit Family Detention: Meet the Private Prison Corporations Making Millions by 
Locking Up Refugee Families” (Oct. 2014, co-authored with Grassroots Leadership) and “Privately 
Operated Federal Prisons for Immigrants: Expensive. Unsafe. Unnecessary.” (Sept. 2012). 
 
“I’m pleased that the research we do at Justice Strategies has been recognized for its contribution 
to advocates and activists across the country working to end the privatization of prisons,” said the 
organization’s director, Judy Greene. “The private corrections industry was established during a 
period when the U.S. ‘prison boom’ had just begun, and served as an enabler to our addiction  
to incarceration. This toxic industry has aided and abetted enactment of the most draconian 
sentencing laws in the world. States that have become dependent on privatization – Texas, 
Oklahoma, Louisiana, Mississippi – have the highest incarceration rates in the nation.” 
 
“The Private Corrections Institute is pleased to recognize the contributions of the 2014 awardees 
to the ongoing public debate concerning the controversial issue of prison privatization,” said PCI 
president Alex Friedmann, who served six years at a privately-operated prison in the 1990s prior 
to his release in 1999. “PCI believes that incarcerating people for profit is both unacceptable and 
immoral. Activism and advocacy against prison privatization, as well as accurate reporting on the 
private prison industry, are necessary to inform the public and policymakers about this issue.” 
 
  
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
  
For more information, please contact: 
  
Alex Friedmann, President 
Private Corrections Institute  
www.privateci.org  
(615) 495-6568      
afriedmann@prisonlegalnews.org 
 
 
 
 

The Private Corrections Institute (www.privateci.org) is a non-profit citizen watchdog organization that 
works to educate the public about the significant dangers and pitfalls associated with the privatization of 
correctional services. PCI maintains an online collection of news reports and other resources related to  

the private prison industry, and maintains the position that for-profit prisons have no place  
in a free and democratic society.  


